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In general, an officer who demands fees not allowed by law is guilty of extortion. Also, it is considered extortion for an 
officer to take more than the prescribed amount for services for which fees fixed in amount are given by law. 


An officer who demands fees not allowed by law is, at common law and under statutes embodying the common-law rule, guilty 
of extortion.! If the money is accepted for the performance of official duties, the offense is committed regardless of whether 


the transaction 1s disguised as a tip or gratuity? or whether the money is paid before or after performance.” 


It is extortion at common law for an officer to take more than the prescribed amount for particular services for which fees fixed 


in amount are given by law.* Where a statute defines extortion as the corrupt exaction of greater fees for official services than 
are allowed by law, the exaction must be for real or pretended official services demanded of one who at least believes himself 


or herself to be under legal obligation to pay something.” 
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Footnotes 

l N.J.—State v. Weleck, 10 N.J. 355,91 A.2d 751 (1952). 

2 Pa.—Com. v. Hopkins, 165 Pa. Super. 561, 69 A.2d 428 (1949). 

3 N.J.—State v. Weleck, 10 N.J. 355,91 A.2d 751 (1952). 

4 N.J.—Loftus v. State, 19 A. 183 (N.J. Ct. Err. & App. 1890), aff'd, 52 N.J.L. 223, 20 A. 320 (N.J. Ct. Err. 
& App. 1889). 


WESTLAW 


§ 7. Fees not allowed or greater than allowed by law as..., 35 C.J.S. Extortion § 7 


5 Wash.—State v. Wainright, 50 Wash. 225, 97 P. 51 (1908). 


End of Document © 2022 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government 
Works. 


WESTLAW © 2022 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works. 2 


